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Ref. No.: Rev. No.:Elevating and Amusement Devices
Safety Division 118/95

Date: Date:
DIRECTOR’S RULING June 16/95

Subject: FALL PROTECTION ON ELEVATOR CAR-TOPS

Sent to: ALL INSTALLING ELEVATOR CONTRACTORS

BACKGROUND:

In 1991, the Occupational Health and Safety Act, Ministry of Labour, provided the following:

26. (1) Unless a safety net or travel restraint system is being used, a worker shall wear a 
fall arrest system if the worker may fall,

(a) a distance of more than three metres;
(b) into operating machinery
(c) into water or another liquid; or
(d) into or onto a hazardous substance or object.

(2) In subsection (1), "travel restraint system" means a mechanism which restricts the
movement of a worker on a work surface.

As you are aware, several members of the Elevator Industry expressed concern with regards to the above
requirements.

During the past several months, discussions have taken place amongst the various members of the
Provincial Labour-Management Health and Safety Committee representing Manufacturers, Labour,
Contractors, Ministry of Labour (MOL) and M.C.C.R.  A number of options were explored to meet the
Ontario Health & Safety Act requirements.  Of all the proposed options, the one using guard-rails was
considered to be the most desirable and was recommended to the Ministry of Labour pending further
evaluations.

The above recommendations were discussed recently with members of the Elevator Industry as well as our
Inspection staff.  It has come to our attention that there seems to be inaccurate and inconsistent information
relayed to the Industry.

In order to avoid confusion, until the above recommendation has been fully investigated and considered by
the MOL and further instructions issued by MOL, we have emphasized to our inspectors the need to fully
comply with the current requirements of the Ontario Health and Safety Act.  Therefore, effective
immediately, we expect our inspectors to wear the necessary fall protection equipment.
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