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Ref. No.: Rev. No.:Elevating and Amusement Devices
Safety Division 95/92

Date: Date:
DIRECTOR’S RULING June 22/92

Subject: INFORMATION TO INSTALLING ELEVATOR CONTRACTORS STOP
SWITCH ON IN-CAR EMERGENCY OPERATION CLAUSE 3.12.15.8.2(h)

Sent to: ALL ELEVATOR CONTRACTORS IN SCOPE A1 (& CONSULTANTS)

1. VARIANCE FORM 3.12.15.8.2(h) WILL NOT BE PERMITTED

With this ruling, inspectors are instructed, starting September 1, 1992, not to accept any variance
from B44 rule 3.12.15.8.2(h) and to verify that the emergency stop switch is not operational when
the in-car "emergency operation" switch is turned to the OFF position.

2. BACKGROUND

2.1 B44 Requirements

The subject clause 3.12.15.8.2(h) reads:

"When the car is at a landing and the keyed switch in the car is turned to the "OFF" position, the car shall
automatically return to the recall level as on emergency recall operation (see clause 3.12.15.2 and
3.12.15.3) regardless of the position of the emergency recall switch".

The underlined part of the rule implies that the stop switch must remain inoperative because clause
2.12.15.2.3(d), referring to emergency recall operation, reads:  "....car shall have its emergency stop
switch rendered inoperative".

2.2 Conformance & Rationale For Variances

Some elevator manufacturers are supplying elevators that fully conform to 3.12.15.2.3(d) during
recall operation but during in-car operation, as described in clause 3.12.15.8.2(h), the stop switch
becomes operational again.

They suggested that there is no hazard in having the stop switch operational when the in-car
emergency operation switch is turned to the OFF position, because the car will either be an empty
car or occupied by firemen who will know the consequences of using this stopping feature.

We agree with this rationale, instructed inspectors to accept it and simultaneously submitted to the
B44 Code Committee a proposal for revision of the code to allow (not to require) the stop switch to
be operational in the case described in clause 3.12.15.8.2(h).

2.3 Code Committee's Response

While most committee members agreed with the rationale for the variance, the committee decided
not to change the code in order to maintain harmony between ANSI A17.1 and B44 rules.
T.G. Smith, Director
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